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24. TO CONCLUDE, if the MATHEMATICIAN in his objec-
tive detachment in his sanctum is a patient searcher after Truth,
creating his own values in his quest, and if the POET in his
subjective involvement, is a devout worshipper in the temple of
Beauty, thereby enhancing our own sense of ultimate values, then
we, as Writers taking our stand midway between them, in the open
cold, dealing with crowds, are just happy to be sincere expounders
of Goodness all round because we believe in human values.

25. This, I humbly submit, is the common ground on which we
as Writers, in our deeper insight and broader outlook than many
many around us, in this auspicious conference, dostand ... to bring
home to ourselves and those listening to us in our turbulent times

what we shall try individually and collectively to COMMUNI-
CATE.

26. Thank you again, Ladies and Gentlemen, for giving me this
welcome opportunity to join you in your solemn choir.

Bahrain: 14th March, 1967 Ebrahim Al-Urayiz
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cation as such is only valid in so far as it ensures COMPREHEN-
SION and/or INTERPRETATION in toto, or otherwise.

20. Now, by its very symbolic nature, objectively considéred and
logically constructed, Mathematics, being fully comprehensible
constitutes a universal language, which can be followed, step by
step, to the last letter, by Scientists all over the world within their
specialised fields, and as such calls for or requires no further
interpretation.

21. But Poetry in as much as it is the liveliest and most musical
expression of a solitary human voice raised, in a Blinding Light, to
the highest pitch of concentrated feeling, and carrying a luminous
intensity, not only just cannot be fully comprehended, but neither
can it be adequately interpreted by other human beings, even if
they be Poets in their own right, in the original Poet’s or any other
tongue.

22. Whilst Prose, working as we all know, on a lower level of
humanism from POETRY, and dealing with substantially a more
concrete human environment than MATHEMATICS, can be
communicated, fully comprehended, and ideally interpreted to a
very high degree.

RS

23. Evidently all the three cannot do without COMPREHEN-
SION, but whilst Mathematics does not require any further
INTERPRETATION because its postulates stand self evidently
clear in their own right, and whilst Poetry refuses to be in any way
INTERPRETED because it embraces an all out existence inclu-
sive of the conscious Self within its very core of being, which
makes it only partialy COMPREHENSIBLE within its own
self-chosen media. drawn from a litcrary heritage common to all
such as speak the language of the Poet; we as Writers, taking the
middle course on the other hand, can (and do) use for communica-
tion purposes a medium well suited to be popularly COM-
PREHENDED by all educated human beings, irrespective of
class, caste or colour; and any recognised written language used
for such purposes can thus be both fairly INTERPRETED for
those equally interested in the subject, from any language origi-
nally used other than their own, as well as COMPREHENDED
by all the literates who may not even share or enjoy with us a
common culture.
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meant to convey to the largest audience on the normal level of
human co-existence; but standing half-way we could in our ordi-
nary language borrow much (as we have been doing) from the
symbolical but ethereal language of Poetry, just as we could
borrow much (as we also have been doing) from the symbolical
but graded language of Mathematics; since our position — where
we fortunately stand-entitles us, as we incline either way from one
pole to the other, to borrow as we do from either, what 1s needed
most for an overtly simple communication to the largest mass of
faltering humanity, so as to help them consciously witness our
subjective involvement in Human Destiny, as well as convince
them with our objective approach in judging Human Fate.

ok

16. In this auspicious gathering I should therefore like most hum-
bly to submit that Poetry as a means of communication, with its
music, colour and subjective insight, is not opposed to PROSE as
such but to MATHEMATICS, which with its signs, symbols and
objective outlook lies at the other extreme.

17. POETRY, I submit, could never be opposed to PROSE
except as an artificial device, by the literary Pundits, to correlate
the two media, simply because for aesthetic reasons the former
has (or is thought to possess) Rhythm and Rhyme whilst the latter
has them not. But this would be looking into the glaring differ-
ence, through PROSE turned into VERSE, within very narrow
bounds, and such futile efforts could never do justice to the vast
gulf gaping between them. What a world of difference, in all its
variations, is inherent in their very nature as media of self-
expression! The genni of Poetry would not be enclosed or for ever
sealed in any academic bottle made to order by human eccentric-
ity alone. It goes too deep for tears.

18. This is not to deny that Poetry, and to a certain extent Prose,
both can fully utilise technicalities of trade, ignite the very handy
material constantly drawn from the rich mines of the Lexicon, asis
so often amplified by homely words when juxtapositioned for
purely aesthetic purposes, like live coal in some fiery environ-
ment, but such common artifices serve only to show not how neat
but how far removed does Prose still remain from the realm and
the very essence of Poetry, even when evolving colourful and
musical expressions, with which its purple patches abound.

111

19. Furtheremore it is appreciated that every mode of communi-
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Science), and the other of Poetry (as Art). This, apart from Lingua
Franca as the layman understands it on ordinary human level in his
social contacts. And my sole purpose in bringing these two
extremes. seemingly situated at opposite poles, under focus is to
show that we Writers have been all along wrong to critically
contend, as we have been doing ever since Man laboured to
CDMMUNICATF by writing, that PROSE and POETRY are so
opposed.

12. They are not ... and never could be for the simple reason that
PROSE is a means of self-expression which falls half way between
these two extremes, the two opposite poles; from a full subjective
consciousness of existence as 1s manifested by the language of
Poetry at one end, to an absolute objective detachment from such
an involvement as is evidenced in the language of Mathematics.
PROSE, being half-way in between these two extremes, borrows
from both such features as are consistent with the purpose it
wishes to serve, and is therefore attached to, as well as detached
from, what underlies the whole throbbing Reality.

R

13. Now the Mathematician as a GOD-IN-BEING tries but to
understand, as far as is humanly possible, what must have been
going on in the Mind of the GREAT ARCHITECT of the Uni-
verse around us and the Universe within us in His Infinity, but
makes only the grossest approaches, short of guesses, allowing for
gaps which could never be filled in. All this he communicates to us
through a graded language all his own.

14. And the Poet as a GOD-IN-THE-MAKING tries to com-
prehend as far as is also humanly possible what should have been
passing in the GREAT CREATOR’S Eternal Being of ‘streams
of self consciousness’ in all their intensity, as exemplified in the
warmth and light emitted perhaps in equal intensity by the Poet in
the flux of existence for all eternity to come, even if articulating,
as he does, all such intensive feelings in WORDS, which — no
matter how harmoniously built — play to us, his listeners, with
their MEANINGS, the barest overtones to the ﬂammg Reality;
living as he does amidst disturbing earthly “‘noises” which can
never be eliminated this side of eternity. In all this the Poet would,
if he could help it, try to communicate in an ethereal language
almost exclusively his own.
15. So we as Writers happen to stand midway between these twain
.. the Poet and the Mathematician, and our means of communica-
tion is Prose. Were it not so we could not hope to convey what we
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the animal world, through groans, grimaces, gestures and mystical
rites.

6. Man has left all that behind and, far above the normal level of
every day life, he is now communicating with Man, on a super
human level, by two entirely opposite but at the same time com-
plementary media: At one extreme we have the
MATHEMATICIAIN, and at the other extreme ... the POET,

7. The Mathematician, in his approaches to grasp RL.:lIity, objec-
tively resorts to a detached attitude, in a field freed from the
sensations, feelings and substance of the material world about
him, to preview Reality arbitrarily in patterns of his own making
which could only serve as guides or approaches to but a facet of
reality not Reality itself. This, for the simple reason that, in the
final issue, he can only approximate a shadow of what he intui-
tively assumes to be the Reality per se, when effacing and
obliterating, as he does, all such features from God’s live World as
have no bearing upon the relations of the premises on which he
builds his operations to the final conclusion which he then draws.

8. There are bound to be blind spots in such an abstract approach,
and to that extent great Scientists know that they could be, one
and all, wrong (or not absolutely right), as they have in the long
arduous history of Science, from Euclid to Newton, so often
proved to be.

9. The Poet, on the other hand, goes to the other extreme of
subjectively comprehending Reality as a Vision darkly showing,
in the mirror or rather mirrors of his fully conscious Self, as this
Self 1s involved and immersed in our existential Presence over and
above being deeply rooted in our unconscious Past, and as pure
vibrations merged with all the echoes and reechoes in the *Hall of
Mirrors’ which, all other Beings (near and remote, around the
Poet) evoke in him, as he tries freely to breathe and move ... an
intrinsic part of the grand Design.

10, Such an Image of Reality, or Vision, asis visualised by the Poet
and is always inspired within him, in his involvement with all that
exists, including himself, even if true, can never in its entirety be
comprehended by another human bemg in the same mystical way,
not even another poet, for itis a singular Psychological experi-
ence, existing as a work of creation in its own right, which can only
be (nu not surmised, but) divined, and never empirically repeated.

+ k&

11. Thus there are two ‘Languages’ on the super-human level as
means of COMMUNICATION - the one of Mathematics (as
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LEVELS OF COMMUNICATION

Ladies & Gentlemen,

I. May I be allowed to say how gratified 1 feel to have this
opportunity of addressing you. in this auspicious gathering, com-
ing from a part of the world which geographically happens to be
situated fairly halfway between the East and the West, and from a
little Island in the Arab World appearing historically like a starry
spot on a line directly linking them.

2. I feel gratified to be able to speak to you as a delegate from this
part of the World, for the simple reason that it constitutes a part,
however small, of the World at large in which we all live, and as
such is subjected to all the currents and counter currents that keep
flowing in tension high and low both ways all along the far flung
line.

3. To continue to co-exist, under the circumstances, our little world
is bound to be involved in the problems which motivate so much of
creative activity on all sides, and to be really a part of this World it
has to comprchend and knowingly participate in such activity.
4. This is what, I believe, prompts us all, as Writers, to come
together, and to COMMUNICATE as was never in the whole
range of human history consciously possible, down to our times,

because Man, in all his past glory, did not have such varied means of
Communication, on all levels, as we now happily enjoy. The only
human urge, as I see it, for us Writers to be together then, is the

vital necessity for communication in the broadest philosophical
meaning of the term. :

* ok

5. Now we do not have to descend to the Animal level to realise
how methods of communications began with information being
transmitted by way of postures of bodies, movements of eyes,
heads, arms and hands, or utterances of non-specific soundg; nor
to the level of human savages to understand how intensity of
feeling was communicated, a stage — on the social level — above

EA
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PARTHENON

Such was the glory THEN of ancient Greece
Here, stately pillars shared with many a cloud
The early golden beams, whilst darkly flowed

In marbles ruby wine; There swam the geese,

Flapping their snowy pinions to the breeze;
Farther below like ocean swelled the crowd,
And lovely maidens sang their songs aloud,

Dancing like flames to their own melodies.

But what, alas, is there NOW left to see!
The Past, of all its worldly forms bereft,
Stands bare, and whispers silently to God,
Through heaps of massive stones broken and cletft,

And if, perchance, some stranger comes, like me,
He feels alone, where thousands must have trod.

1934 E. ARRAYEDH

"SONNET"

by Our Distinguished Fatron
H. E. Ustad Ebrahim Al-Arrayedh
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, State of Bahrain,
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CONGRATULATIONS

Hearty congratulations to H.E. Ustad Ebrahim Al-
Arrayed, our distinguished Patron, who was felicitated by
Her Majesty The Queen of England for his Sonnet which
appeared in the recent issue of Gulf Mirror. Re-produced
belew is the Sonnet and the Queen s message !

ONE DAY IN JUNE

Her shapely hand was raised, and waving still
To those colourful columns filing past
in all their pageantry; the sky was cast
With clouds, and rain kept pouring over sill
And pavement, packed with not a stand to fill,
No bid to jostle, with the crowd so vast.
“‘So then, you saw the Queen, my dear . . . at last 7"
Said |, “you bet,” she said. With what a thrill
She saw her Q8an go by . . . so sweet and fair
For all to see and bless. After her night
Of waiting in the open, with drenched hair
And drooping eyes, she played a glorious part.
Say not the day was cold and not so bright,
For all the warmth of summer was in her heart.

2nd June 1953 — E.A.

Buckingham Palace
May 3, 1977.
Dear Mr. Al-Arrayed,

The Queen has asked me to thank you so much for the
sonnet which you wrote on the occasion of her Coronation

in 1953.
(Sgd.) Philip Moore

Very well-merited indeed and, rightfully, Ustad Ebrahim's
Sonnet appears in the important year of the Queens’s life —

the Jubilee Year. — Editor
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Qur Patron H. E. Ustad Ebrahim Al-Arrayed Composed a Poem in Urdu
{for the first time). This has been done on the occasion of the Inter-
national Year of the Child. The Poem is reproduced on these two Pages.
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